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Share the details of this (re)discovery

• Why it happened

• How it happened

• What it means

• I’ve decided that the best way to do share this in 15 
minutes is to first cover the HCHS Newsletter article 

that summarizes the finds, then fill in gaps and 
respond to questions.
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https://hunterdonhistory.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/HCHS-Fall-newsletter-2018-final-.pdf

and other efforts to locate the site. 

 The first recorded English contact with Indigenous Americans  
in our area was in 1640-47 when Sir Edmund Ployden, a British 
citizen of Irish heritage, ventured into the province with 500 
men to claim the region between the Delaware and Hudson 
rivers, then mapped as Noua [New] Albion. A journal account 
of this expedition was kept by Beauchamp Plantagenet, a 
member of Sir Edmund’s expedition into lands along and 
northeast of the Delaware River that likely included northern 
reaches of Hunterdon. As chronicled, 23 “Kings or Chief 
Commanders” of the region included two Raritan “Kings” in 
the north next to “Hudson’s river”. One held a fortress on Mt. 
Ployden located “20 miles from the Sandhay Sea and 90 miles 
from the ocean, next to Amara Hill…”. Plantagenet described 
Mt. Ployden as a “square rock, two miles compass, 150-foot-
high, a wall like precipice, a straight entrance easily made 
invincible, where he keeps 200 for his guard, and under it a flat 
valley... to sow and plant.” 3



The mountain fortress is depicted in the 5th edition of an early colonial map of the Virginia colony (Farrier, 1657) that includes 
Noua Albion [NJ], but lacks details on its location. Ployden’s claim to the region, and consequently his namesake mountain, is 
missing on modern maps, but many have speculated that the “kingly seat” could be Hunterdon’s Cushetunk Mountain, or 
Somerset County’s Chimney Rock or Neshanic Mountain. Some historians have openly cast doubt on Plantagenet’s 
“extravagant” and “imaginary state of the Raritan King”, but the Cushetunk mounds are described in Snell’s work as “piles of 
stones in the forest arranged in such a manner as to leave no doubt that they had been placed there when the trees were small
saplings to mark an Indian burial-place.”

He also reports that 
James Alexander 
(who purchased and 
surveyed large tracts 
of land in Hunterdon 
in the mid-1700s) 
found atop the most 
rugged parts of 
Cushetunk 
Mountain: “A large 
heap of stones piled 
together with some 
regularity that 
formed a rudely 
arched vault 
containing the 
remains of seven 
warriors, with their 
arms, ornaments, 
and utensils around 
them.

King Charles II’s patent of 12 March 1664 granted a vast expanse of the eastern seaboard to his brother James, Duke of York. The Duke subsequently 
granted authority for the land and governance of New Jersey to John, Lord Berkeley and Sir George Carteret. New Jersey’s first colonial governor, 
Philip Carteret, asserted ownership of Staten Island based on the language of the 1664 grant to Berkeley and Carteret. New York’s governors disagreed, 
and the question was not fully resolved until 1834.
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https://www.nj.gov/state/archives/eventadventurersdocs.html

There were beads, arm– and wristbands of bone and copper, a number of 
pipes, leather leggings, and other articles of Indian dress. The general 
appearance was that they were all warriors of the same tribe, and to each one 
was affixed the symbolic characters showing the order in which they had 
succeeded each other. There was nothing in common in these relics with those 
of the then existing tribe to show that they were the same people. The trees 
seemed to have grown there since this vault was built, and the probability is 
that it was the resting-place of seven generations of kings who had roamed here 
long before the white people came.” The stones were reportedly replaced, 
“fearing lest the Indians, discovering his invasion of this ancient sepulcher, would 
be incensed against him.”

In 1956, Henry Beck (The Roads of Home: Lanes and Legends of New Jersey) 
raised the Cushetunk Mt./Mt. Ployden link by noting “the bold eminence” of 
the mountain, but he mistakenly identified Round Valley’s southern rim as the 
likely site of the long-lost warrior kings. As he stated, “Presumably, the graves 
must have been opened. Recent wanderings and inquires have brought forth no 
trace of these burials.” Norman Wittwer (The Dawn of Hunterdon; 1964) also 
pointed out that Professor Philhower, “who devoted more than half a century to 
the study of New Jersey Indians”, thought that Round Valley fit the location of 
Mt. Ployden if Lake Hopatcong is the ‘”Sandhay Sea” and the distance to Mt. 
Ployden was taken along water courses rather than a straight course. Many of 
the stone mounds we mapped apparently have been disturbed by past foraging 
(note the crease in Mound 5 below). Whether these mounds are ancient Indian 
graves or not awaits confirmation by professional archeological work. But in my 
mind, this site, in conjunction with adjacent archeological sites about the 
headwaters of Rockaway Creek, points to the high probability of Cushetunk 
Mountain being Mt. Ployden and the resting place of the fabled warrior kings, 
among others. 

To be continued……
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North American - New Jersey chronology
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The Round Valley 
Reservoir in Clinton 
Township in Hunterdon 
County, New Jersey, United 
States, was formed in 1960 
when the New Jersey Water 
Authority constructed two 
large dams and flooded a 
large valley. The reservoir is 
named after the naturally 
formed circular valley 
surrounded by Cushetunk 
Mountain. The deep valley 
was caused by erosion of the 
soft sedimentary rock. The 
surrounding ridges of 
Cushetunk Mountain endure 
because they are underlain 
with dense and durable 
volcanic rock diabase that 
cooled slowly under the 
surface of the earth.
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• What is the nature of these mounds?

• The Early Woodland Adena culture (800 BC to AD1) precedes 
the Late Woodland (800-1600 C.E.) occupation by the 
Lenape by many generations.

• Were the Adena and mound builders more prevalent than 
realized resulting in expanding the Adena map area beyond 
its ‘core’?

• Do they represent cultural overlap and inheritance of 
pre-Columbian societies?

What does it all mean ?
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The 5th Annual Cemetery “Cemener”, Saturday, September 15, 2018 
'Suspected Indian burial vaults in Hunterdon County' 

800 BCE- 1500 CE 
Mississippian culture

7500-500 BCE  
Archaic Florida culture

1000 BCE – 500 CE
Adena culture and 
Hopewell complex

Great Plains 
Archaic Paleoindians

8000-4000 BCE.

7000 BCE – 1000 CE
Maritime Archaic
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• It’s possible that these are Adena and later 
(pre-Lenape or Lenape?) mounds considering the 
detailed description of the remains including 
abundant copper artifacts.

• Multiple Adena complexes occur in the region.

• What’s next? 

• Probably nothing, but perhaps a preservation 
awareness campaign is warranted.

• But leaving them alone is probably the best.

47



48


